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Dear Prospective History Students, 
 
This study guide outlines the course content that you will undertake over the 2 years of your 
time with us at Xaverian College. 
 
Importantly, you are not expected to have prior knowledge of the course before you study it at A 
level. You will have already acquired some of the skills necessary to be successful, and it is our 
job to develop and refine these skills. 
 
However, many students are keen to get a grasp of the nature of the components that they will 
be studying with us and look for opportunities to expose themselves to the eras of history 
undertaken. 
 
The next pages have been taken from the AQA website with recommended reading or viewing 
materials. 
 
We do not want you to feel obliged to spend money on resources which are additional to the 
course requirements. Therefore, it may be more beneficial for you to use the online 
recommendations. 
 
For the Tudors component, we start with Henry VII. The book 'The Winter King' by Thomas Penn 
is excellent if you do wish to purchase a text. However, there is a one hour documentary of this 
book on Youtube available (we will be using this in lessons) 
 
There are currently plenty of Tudors documentaries on BBC iPlayer and other platforms. 
 
We don't study Edward, Mary or Elizabeth until Upper 6th, so I would recommend that you 
restrict yourself to information on Henry VII and Henry VIII, in the first instance. 
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Reading and resources list  
1C The Tudors: England, 1485–1603 
 

 

Key texts for classroom and individual study   
• C Lee, Britain, 1483-1529, Nelson Thornes, 2008 

• R Carpenter, The Church in England and the Struggle for Supremacy, 1529-1547, Nelson 
Thornes, 2009 

• M Tillbrook, The Triumph of Elizabethan Britain 1547-1603, Nelson Thornes, 2009 

• I Dawson, The Tudor Century, Nelson Thornes, 1993 

 

Useful books for students  
• D Murphy (ed), England 1485-1603, Collins, 1999 

• N Fellows, Disorder and Rebellion in Tudor England, Hodder, 2009 

• R Lockyer & D O’Sullivan, Tudor Britain 1485-1603, Longman, 1993 

• K Randall, Henry VIII and the Government of England, Hodder, 2001 

• K Randall, Henry VIII and the Reformation in England, Hodder, 2001 

• J Warren, Elizabeth I: Meeting the Challenge, Hodder, 2008 

 

Reference books  
• G W Bernard, The Kings Reformation, Yale, 2005 

• C Carpenter, The Wars of the Roses, CUP, 1997  

• C S L Davies, Peace, Print and Protestantism, Paladin, 1995 

 S Doran, Princes, Pastors and People, Routledge, 1991 

 E Duffy, The Stripping of the Altars, Yale, 1992 

 G R Elton, England Under the Tudors, Routledge, 1991 

• A Fletcher & D MacCulloch, Tudor Rebellions, Longman, 2004 

• Griffiths (ed), The Experience of Authority in Early Modern England, Macmillan, 1996 

•  S Gunn, Early Tudor Government, Macmillan,1995 

• J Guy, Tudor England, OUP, 1998 

• C Haigh, The Reign of Elizabeth, Macmillan, 1984 

• C Haigh, English Reformations, Clarendon Press, 1993 

• J Loach, The Mid Tudor Polity 1540-1560, Macmillan, 1980 
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• D Loades, The Mid-Tudor Crisis, 1545-1565, Palgrave, 1992 

• D Loades, Politics and the Nation 1450-1660, Blackwell, 1999 

• D M Palliser, The Age of Elizabeth, Longman, 1992 

• A J Pollard, The Wars of the Roses, Macmillan, 1988 

• J Scarisbrick, The Reformation and the English People, Blackwell, 1984 

• A G R Smith,  Emergence of A Nation State, Pearson, 1997 

• P Thomas, Authority and Disorder in Tudor Times 1485-1603, CUP, 1999 

 
Biographies and first-hand accounts 
• S Chrimes, Henry VII, Yale, 1999 

• D Cook, Sixteenth Century England Documents and Debates, Macmillan, 1980 

• D Cressy & L Ferrell, Religion and Society in Early modern England A Sourcebook, Routledge,  
1996 

• R Horrox, Richard III, CUP, 1991 

• D Loades, The Reign of Mary Tudor, Longman, 1991 

• J Loach, Edward VI, Yale, 1999 

• D Starkey & L Wooding, Elizabeth, Vintage, 2001 

• L Wooding, Henry VIII, Routledge, 2009 

 

Visual sources and websites 
• www.johnguy.co.uk 

• www.history.ac.uk 

• www.activehistory.co.uk 

• www.bbc.co.uk/history 

• www.tudoerplace.com 

• The Six Wives of Henry VIII, Elizabeth DVDs – D Starkey 

• A History of Britain DVD – S Schama 
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The Breadth study: Tudor England 1485-1603 

This study is a 2 year unit of work, broken down into 2 parts.  

Year 1: Consolidation of the Tudor Dynasty: England 1485-1603 

Year 2: England turmoil and crisis 1547-1603 

The breadth study allows you to study issues of change, continuity, cause and 

consequence over at least a 100 year period.  

Key questions that will be addressed in the exam are:  

 How effectively did the Tudors restore and develop the powers of the 

monarchy?  

 In what ways and how effectively was England governed during this period? 

 How did relations with foreign powers change and how was the succession 

secured? 

 How did English society and economy change and with what effects?  

 How far did intellectuals and religious ideas change and develop and with what 

effects? 

 How important was the role of key individuals and groups and how were they 

affected by developments?  

Year 1: Consolidation of the Tudor Dynasty: England 1485-1547. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2: England turmoil and crisis 1547-1603 
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Topic Weeks/Date Studied Understood Revised 

Induction  Introduction to Tudor 

England  

Weeks 1-3  

Sept 2017 

   

Henry VII: 

Consolidation of Power  

 

Weeks 4-6 

 

Oct 2017 

   

Government 

 

Week 7-8 

 

Oct 2017 

 

   

Foreign Policy  

 

Week 9-10 

 

Nov 2017 

 

   

Society, Economy and 

Religion  

 

Week 11 - 14 

 

Dec 2017 

 

   

Henry VIII:  

Consolidation of power  

 

Week 15-16 

 

Jan 2018 

   

Government/Foreign 

Policy (Wolsey) 1509-

29 

 

Week 17-19 

 

Jan/Feb 2018 

 

   

Church/Break with 

Rome 

Week 20-22 

 

Feb 2018 

 

   

Royal 

Authority/Government 

1529-47 

Week 23-24  

 

March 2018 

 

   

Society/Economy 

 

Week 25-27 

 

March 2018 

 

   

Foreign Policy 1529-47 

 

Week 28-29 

 

April 2018 

   



Year 2: 

Edward VI:  

Somerset  

Weeks 1-3 

 

Sept 2018 

   

Edward VI: 

Northumberland 

 

Weeks 4-6 

 

Oct 2018 

   

Mary I 

 

Political/Foreign Policy  

 

Weeks 7-9 

 

Oct -Nov 2018 

   

Mary I 

 

Social/Religion 

 

Weeks 10-12 

 

Nov 2018 

   

Elizabeth  

 

Consolidation of Power  

 

Weeks 13-17 

 

Dec-Jan 2019 

   

Elizabeth I 

 

Government/Foreign 

Policy  

 

Weeks 14-19 

 

Feb 2019 

   

Elizabeth I 

 

Society/Economy/Religion 

 

Weeks 20-25 

 

March-April 2019 

   

Elizabeth I 

 

Last years and revision  

 

Weeks 26-29 

 

April-May 2019 

   

 

 

Assessment: Advice and mark scheme 

 2hour 30min exam 

 3 questions (1 compulsory) 

 80 marks 

 40% of A level.  



Section A – 1 compulsory source based question worth 30 marks. You will have 3 sources to 

deal with. You are advised to spend 60 minutes on planning and answering this question.  

Section B – choose 2 essays from a choice of 3 worth 25 marks each (50 marks in total). You 

are advised to spend 45 minutes on each essay (1hr 30mins in total).  

 

Section A: Compulsory SOURCE BASED question 

 Target: AO3 – analyse and evaluate the different ways in which the past has been 

interpreted. 

Level and mark Source evaluation Use of own knowledge 

5 (25-30 marks)  

 

 Strong understanding of all 3 

sources. 

 Strong awareness of context.  

 

 Strong and convincing own 

knowledge support for all 

3 sources.  

4 (19-24 marks) 

 

 Good understanding of all 3 sources. 

 Good awareness of context.  

 Good supporting own 

knowledge for all 3 

sources. 

 Can have minor limitations 

in depth and breadth.  

 

3 (13-18 marks) 

NB: You cannot get 

into L3 without showing 

some understanding of 

ALL 3 SOURCES 

 Some understanding of all 3 sources.  

 Some comment on context. 

 

 Some supporting own 

knowledge for all 3 

sources. 

 Supporting own knowledge 

varies in depth and 

breadth.  

 

2 (7-12 marks) 

 

 Some understanding of 2 sources. 

 Some comment on context but no 

evaluation.  

 

 Basic supporting own 

knowledge. 

 

1 (1-6 marks)  

 

 Either: Accurate understanding of 1 

source or basic understanding of 

2/3 sources.  

 Generalised comment on context.  

 

 Generalised own 

knowledge. 

 

 

 



Examiner advice in how to approach the compulsory source question:  

 You are dealing with the interpretations (views) of academic historians who have spent 

their lifetime researching the topics you are studying and who usually work in 

Universities.  

  

 Examiner tip for high grades: It would help your general understanding of academic 

historians if you read beyond the textbooks we provide you with! 

 

Method to use when dealing with the question:  

1. Read the sources carefully using a highlighter or coloured pen to underline key 

ideas.  

2. Identify what the overall interpretation (view) of the historian is.  

3. Ask yourself – how convincing is the interpretation (view)? Whatever opinion you 

have you must be able to justify it through your own knowledge – what do you 

know that can corroborate (agree) or challenge (disagree) with the 

interpretation?  

- Examiner tip: Don’t justify your view through using evidence that the 

historian has omitted (missed out) – assess what is in the interpretation as 

opposed to what isn’t.  

4. No need for an introduction in your answer.  

5. You can either evaluate each source in turn or you can cross-reference between 

them.  

Example question:  

Using your understanding of the historical context, assess how convincing the arguments 

in these three extracts are in relation to the threats to Henry VII’s position in the 

years 1485 to 1509 (30 marks) 

Extract A  
The dynastic threat to the Tudor regime must not be exaggerated. There was no one to 
cause rival political tensions amongst Henry VII’s relations and no obvious focus for political 
discontent. It is true, the supporters of Simnel and Warbeck dressed their ambitions in 
dynastic clothes, but the most important revolt in Henry VII’s reign, the Cornish Rising of 
1497, was not dynastic. On the contrary, it was sparked by the parliamentary grant of that 
year to finance an invasion of Scotland. The tax revolt erupted in the south west because 
Cornishmen refused to underwrite a campaign against Scotland for which, they believed, a 
scutage or land tax levied in the north was the correct source of finance.  
 

Adapted from John Guy, Tudor England, 1990  

 
 



Extract B  
In May 1502 Sir James Tyrell and several other persons were arrested and executed for 
treason. At the same time Lord William de la Pole, brother of Suffolk, and Lord William 
Courtenay, son of the earl of Devon, were taken into prison from which they did not emerge 
until after Henry’s death. It must be supposed that this is because Henry expected a far 
reaching conspiracy. Perhaps Henry’s agents were inventing these threats in order to 
advance their own positions, but It is nevertheless hard to avoid the conclusion that there 
was a spirit of disaffection among the old families. No doubt the ambitions of the great 
families were also aroused by the deaths of the king’s sons, Edmund on 12 June 1500 and 
Arthur on 2 April 1502, but even without the disturbing influence of dynastic interests there 
was wavering support for the King in the ranks of the old nobility.  
 

Adapted from J D Mackie, The Earlier Tudors, 1987  

Extract C  
Whilst Henry VII used every means at his disposal to reduce the pretensions of mighty 
subjects, he also did his utmost to build up his own power. The restoration of royal finances 
was a key element in this. The King recognised that the secret of recovering royal authority 
lay in making himself richer than his subjects. This was one reason why, unlike Edward IV, 
he retained possession of the Crown lands. But there was another reason. Land was the 
basis of local power. By keeping royal estates in hand and administering them through his 
own household servants, Henry maintained a direct royal presence throughout his kingdom.  
Henry VII was not as ruthless, consistent or as continuously successful as this brief account 
implies. He faced major rebellions, especially in 1497, and was never entirely secure on the 
throne. His preferred approach to the control of the provinces by divide and rule created 
crises and tensions in some parts of the kingdom and stored up trouble for his successor in 
others. But by ceaseless vigilance and unrelenting pressure on all his subjects, great and 
small, Henry made himself respected, feared and obeyed.  
 

Adapted from A J Pollard, The Wars of the Roses, 2001  
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Section B: ESSAY questions  

 Target: AO1 - Use of own knowledge to evaluate concepts such as cause and consequence, 

change and continuity or similarity and difference.  

 

Level and mark  

 

Use of own knowledge Argument and 

judgement  

Organisation 

5 (21-25 marks)  

 

 Well selected and 

precise evidence used.  

 Excellent 

understanding of the 

question shown.  

 Well balanced 

argument. 

 Substantiated 

(backed up) 

judgement. 

 

 Well organised and 

fluently written.  

4 (16-20 marks) 

 

 Range of precise 

evidence used.  

 Good understanding 

of the question 

shown.  

 

 Well balanced 

argument. 

 Partially 

substantiated 

(backed up) 

judgement.  

 

 Well organised and 

well written.  

3 (11-15 marks) 

NB: You need at 

least some 

balance to your 

answer to achieve 

L3.  

 

 Range of precise 

evidence used 

although depth 

and/or breadth may 

be limited.  

 Addresses the 

question asked.  

 Some balance.  

 Generalised 

judgement.  

 Well organised 

with adequate 

communication 

skills shown.  

2 (6-10 marks) 

 

 Descriptive evidence 

with some limited 

relevant evidence.  

 Failure to address 

the full question 

being asked.  

 

 No balance or 

clear 

judgement.  

 Weak organisation 

and communication  

1 (1 -5 marks) 

 

 Question not 

understood.  

 Limited/generalised 

comments.  

 No balance or 

relevant 

judgement.  

 Limited/no 

organisation and 

communication 

skills.  

 

 

 



 

 

PRACTICE QUESTIONS:  

How effectively did the Tudors restore and develop the powers of the monarchy?  

“Henry VII’s consolidation of power in the years 1485 to 1499 was the result of his own personal 

strengths.” Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.  

“Henry VII has successfully established monarchical authority by 1509.” Assess the validity of this view.  

“The consolidation of royal authority, in the years 1487 to 1509, was due to Henry VII’s control over the 

nobility”. Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.  

How successful was Elizabeth in establishing herself as queen in the first few years of her reign? 

 

In what ways and how effectively was England governed during this period? 

“Henry VII’s reforms in government were limited both in scope and in success” Assess the validity of this 

view.  

 “Henry VII was content to allow ministers to “rule” for him.” Explain why you agree or disagree with this 

view with reference to the years 1526 to 1547.  

“Between the years 1515 and 1540 Tudor government was completely transformed”. Explain why you 

agree or disagree with this view.  

“The people of northern England, Cornwall and Wales had little reason to be grateful for the rule of 

Henry VII and Henry VIII”. Assess the validity of this view.  

To what extent was England’s government fundamentally transformed in the years 1509 to 1547?  

To what extent did English government respond effectively to the domestic problems which it faced in 

the years 1529 to 1553?   

Is it fair to describe the English government in the years 1540 to 1562 as ‘consistently weak’? 

“Elizabethan government had more weaknesses than strengths in the years 1558 to 1588”. Assess the 

validity of this view.  

“The crisis faced by the Tudors in the years 1540 to 64 was primarily caused by economic factors”. 

Assess the validity of this view.  

 

 

 



 

 

How did relations with foreign powers change and how was the succession secured? 

 

 “Henry VII showed himself to be a capable ruler in his dealings with Spain in the years 1485 to 1509” 

Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.  

How successful was Henry VII in fulfilling his foreign policy objectives?  

“Foreign policy was the key reason for the consolidation of Henry VII’s authority”. Explain why you agree 

or disagree with this view.  

“The foreign policy of Henry VIII failed to achieve its objectives in the years 1509-1547”. Assess the 

validity of this view.  

To what extent was Henry VIII himself responsible for the failures of English foreign policy during his 

reign? 

How successful was English foreign policy in the years 1529 to 1558?  

How far, in the years 1547 to 1569, did concerns over the succession threaten the stability of England? 

(2019) 

“Elizabeth’s policy towards Spain was always weak and unconvincing”. Assess the validity of this view with 

reference to the years 1568 to 1603.  

“Elizabeth’s foreign policy was mostly a series of disasters”. Assess the validity of this view.   

How effectively did Elizabeth deal with the threat from Spain in the years 1558 to 1589? (2019) 

How did English society and economy change and with what effects?  

How significant was the position of agriculture in the English economy in the years 1485 to 1509?  

“English society in the reign of Henry VIII was characterised more by disorder than by order”. Assess 

the validity of this view.  

 “Tudor rebellions before 1540 were primarily driven by economic factors.” Explain why you agree or 

disagree with this view.  

“The performance of the English economy remained weak throughout the reigns of the first two Tudors.” 

Assess the validity of this claim.  

‘The main cause of rebellions in the years 1536 to 1558 was religious disagreements.’ Assess the validity 

of this view.  

To what extent did the plots and rebellions faced by the crown during the reign of Elizabeth pose a real 

threat to the stability of the Elizabethan state?  



 

It is true to say that by 1603 England was economically and socially more diverse than it had been at the 

beginning of Elizabeth’s reign in 1558? 

“By 1603 it was clear that the English people had benefited little in social and economic terms from the 

rule of Elizabeth I”. Assess the validity of this claim.  

How far did intellectuals and religious ideas change and develop and with what effects? 

“The church in England in the reign of Henry VII was riddled with abuses”. Explain why you agree or 

disagree with this view.  

To what extent, by 1509, was the Church in England in need of reform? 

“Protestant ideas were responsible for the development of the English Reformation in the years 1529 to 

1547”. Explain why you agree or disagree with this view. 

‘Despite the Break with Rome, Henry VIII never seriously abandoned the Catholic faith in the years 1529 

to 1547.’ Explain why you agree or disagree with this view. (25 marks)  

To what extent was the English Church in 1553 different from what it had been in 1532? 

‘The Church in England in 1547 was little different from what it had been in the late 1520s.’ Assess the 

validity of this view   (2019) 

‘Religious changes in the years 1532 to 1558 enjoyed little popular support”. Assess the validity of this 

view.  

“The challenge posed to the Elizabethan Crown by Catholicism was never as strong as Elizabeth I and her 

ministers believed”. Assess the validity of this claim.  

“The Elizabethan religious settlement was successfully established in the years 1558 to 1603.” Assess 

the validity of this view.  

 

How important was the role of key individuals and groups and how were they affected by 

developments?  

“Popular rebellions faced by Henry VII gave him more problems than the threats posed by pretenders to 

the throne”. Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.  

'Henry VIII was content to allow ministers to "rule" for him.' Explain why you agree or disagree with this 

view with reference to the years 1526 to 1547.  

'The people of northern England, Cornwall and Wales had little reason to be grateful for the rule of 

Henry VII and Henry VIII.' Assess the validity of this view.  

“Henry VIII’s actions as king destroyed Henry VII’s legacy.” Assess the validity of this view of the years 

1485 to 1514.  



 

 “Henry VIII might have himself supreme head of the Church of England, but he did little else to change 

the church.” Assess the validity of this claim.  

To what extent did the plots and rebellions faced by the Crown during the reign of Elizabeth pose a real 

threat to the stability of the Elizabethan State?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Henry VII Henry VIII Edward VI Mary I Elizabeth I  

Consolidation 

of Power  

Weak claim 

Usurper 

 

Tyrant 

Break with 

Rome 

Minor Catholic 

female 

Protestant 

female 

Government Increased 

revenue 

Extravagant 

King-in-

Parliament 

Regency council Divided  Parliament 

challenges 

Foreign 

Policy 

Defensive Seeking 

glory 

France/ 

Scotland 

Spanish 

friendship 

Spanish/ 

Dutch wars  

Society and 

Economy 

Humanism 

 

Enclosure 

debasement 

Rebellion and 

crisis  

Persecution Protestant 

allies 

International 

Trade 

Religion Catholic  Moderately 

Catholic 

Protestant Catholic Moderately 

Protestant 

Individuals/ 

groups 

Empson/ 

Dudley 

Wolsey 

Cromwell 

More  

Somerset  

Northumberland  

Pole 

Philip of 

Spain 

Cecil 

Leicester  

 

How do I get the best A Level grade I can? 

Intelligence + hard work = success! 

Quick tips for success… 

 Use this study guide. Have it with you every lesson. (RESOURCES AND 

ORGANISATION) 

 Always have a highlighter and a red pen for every lesson. (ORGANISATION) 

 You need to be doing at least 4 hours a week of work outside of lesson time on History 

and you need to build this up as you get nearer exams. (TIME) 

 Know what is on the specification for each topic. You could be asked a source or essay 

question on any of the topics on this (RESOURCES AND ORGANISATION) 

 Success at A Level is about having brains and hard work. You already have the brains! 

You final success at A Level comes down to your hard work. (TIME) 

 Quality not quantity gains higher marks. Think about how to use your time outside of the 

classroom effectively – there are some ideas below! 

 

 

  

 

Words of warning: whatever worked for you at GCSE level will not be enough to get above a grade D at A Level. Don’t 

fool yourself either: if you don’t put in the hours of work you won’t get the grade you are capable of. When you think 

you “just don’t get it” what that really means is you haven’t or won’t put in the hours in to master that subject or topic! 



 

RESOURCES TO HELP YOU GET YOUR BEST POSSIBLE GRADE 

INDEPENDENT STUDY PLACES TO VISIT 

Xaverian Intranet 

 

A2 History folder 

 

Weekly assessment plans 

PowerPoints/Booklets/Stretch and challenge 

articles  

Modern History Review 

Intranet – support – LRC – Philip Allan or website 

www.philipallan.co.uk  

 

 
AQA Website 

 

www.aqa.org.uk  

 

Past Papers 

Mark schemes 

Example answers  

TED Talk 

www.ted.com 

 

 

Library 

 

 

Social Media - #xavshist  

Textbooks  
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http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiU3oXk0LrUAhWJqxoKHQOrA30QjRwIBw&url=http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Oxford-AQA-History-for-Level-Tudors-England-1485-1603-Tillbrook-W-9780198354604-/181908396852&psig=AFQjCNFuTC9pMYIHSOCRM9_7ac76qOUGfw&ust=1497436759433267


 

Classic exam mistakes and how to avoid them 

Making any of these mistakes can cost you a whole A Level grade: 

1. Mis-reading the question command 

2. Writing about the wrong topic. 

3. Not actually answering the question, but just throwing in everything you can remember.  

 

How to avoid making them: 

1. Spend time properly reading the question 

2. Read it slowly. Highlight the command and key words. 

3. Read over your answer when you have finished. Have you made any mistakes or missed 

something out? Have you answered that specific question? 

 

Exam question command words: 

Assess 

How far  

To what extent  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Who’s who?  

King Henry VII      King Henry VIII 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Wolsey      Thomas Cromwell 

 

 

 

 

Margaret Beaufort      King Richard III 

     

 

 

Lambert Simnel      Perkin Warbeck  

 

 

 

 

 

‘Princes in the Tower’     James IV of Scotland  

 

 

 

Usurped King Richard III at Battle of 

Bosworth. King of England 1485-1509. 

Married Elizabeth of York. Had 4 children; 

Arthur, Henry, Margaret and Mary.  

Became King following the death of his older 

brother, Arthur, and his Father King Henry VII. 

King of England 1509-1547. Married 6 times. 

Had 3 children; Mary, Elizabeth and Edward.  

King Henry VIII’s chief adviser 

between 1514-1529. Fell out 

with the King when he failed to 

negotiate a divorce from 

Catherine of Aragon for him.  

King Henry VIII’s chief adviser 

between 1932-40. Helped the King 

to divorce Catherine of Aragon 

and helped to push through the 

English Reformation.  

King Henry VII’s mother.  King of England 1483-1485. Killed 

at the Battle of Bosworth, ending 

the Wars of the Roses and 

handing over power to King 

Henry VII.  

Pretender to King Henry VII’s 

throne. He impersonated the 

Earl of Warwick, a Yorkist 

claimant to the throne. The 

rebellion was defeated in 1487, 

Simnel became employed in the 

Royal kitchens! 

Pretender to King Henry VII’s 

throne. Claimed to be Richard, 

Duke of York, a claimant to the 

throne and one of the ‘Princes in 

the Tower’. Gained a lot of 

foreign support. Put to death in 

1499.  

Edward and Richard, King 

Edward IV’s sons. Assumed 

to have been murdered in 

the Tower of London by 

their Uncle, King Richard III.  

King of Scotland 1488-1513. 

Died at the Battle of Flodden 

1513.  
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Catherine of Aragon      Anne Boleyn  

 

 

 

 

 

Jane Seymour      Anne of Cleves  

 

 

 

 

 

Catherine Howard     Catherine Parr  

 

 

 

Mary Tudor      Elizabeth Tudor  

 

 

 

 

Edward Tudor       Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots 

 

 

 

Married King Henry VII’s eldest 

son, Arthur, in 1501. After 

Arthur died, Catherine married 

his brother, King Henry VIII in 

1509. She was divorced in 

1533. Mother to Queen Mary I.  

Married King Henry VIII in 1533, 

becoming his 2nd wife. 

Beheaded in 1536. Mother to 

Queen Elizabeth I.  

Married King Henry 

VIII in 1533, 

becoming his 3rd 

wife. Died in 1536 

following the birth 

of Edward.  

Married King Henry VIII in 1540, 

becoming his 4th wife. The 

marriage lasted just 6 months and 

ended in divorce.   

Married King Henry VIII 

in 1540, becoming his 5th 

wife. Beheaded in 1541.  

Married King Henry VIII in 1543. 

Catherine outlived Henry by 1 year, 

dying in 1548.  

Daughter of King Henry 

VIII. Born in 1516. Queen 

Mary I of England 

between 1553-1558. 

Married Philip of Spain in 

1554.  

Daughter of King Henry VIII. Born in 

1533. Queen Elizabeth I of England 

between 1558-1603.  

Son of King Henry VIII.  Born 

in 1536. King Edward VI 

1547-1553.  

Queen of Scotland 1542-1567. 

Daughter of King James V of Scotland. 

Abdicated in favour of her son, James 

VI of Scotland. Beheaded by Queen 

Elizabeth I in 1587 for alleged treason.  
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Dear Prospective History Students, 
 
This study guide outlines the course content that you will undertake over the 2 years of your 
time with us at Xaverian College. 
 
Importantly, you are not expected to have prior knowledge of the course before you study it 
at A level. You will have already acquired some of the skills necessary to be successful, and it 
is our job to develop and refine these skills. 
 
However, many students are keen to get a grasp of the nature of the components that they 
will be studying with us and look for opportunities to expose themselves to the eras of 
history undertaken. 
 
The next pages have been taken from the AQA website with recommended reading or 
viewing materials. 
 
We do not want you to feel obliged to spend money on resources which are additional to 
the course requirements. Therefore, it may be more beneficial for you to use the online 
recommendations. 
 
For the USA component, we start with President Truman and post-war America. We cover 
the presidencies of Eisenhower and Kennedy during the rest of the Lower 6th. For all 3 
presidents we cover, social, political, economic and foreign policy issues. 
 
The AQA resources list a whole range of films or documentaries that could be accessed free 
of charge. Even though films may be dramatisations and fictional, they would be excellent in 
terms of giving you an insight into the era of history we are studying. 
 
There will have been new films released since this list was last updated (e.g 'Bridge of Spies' 
and 'The Butler') so keep an eye out for other opportunities 
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Reading and resources list  
2Q The American Dream: Reality and Illusion, 1945–1980  
 
 

 

Key texts for classroom and individual study   
 

• C Bragg, Heinemann Advanced History: Vietnam, Korea and US Foreign Policy 1945-75, 
Heinemann, 2006 

• O Edwards, Access to History: The USA and the Cold War 1945-63, Hodder, 2002 

• D Murphy, Flagship History - United States 1917-2008, Collins, 2008 

• M Hall, The Vietnam War (Seminar Studies in History), Routledge, 2008 

• M Scott-Baumann, Civil Rights and Social Movements in the Americas, CUP, 2012 

• V Sanders, Civil Rights in the USA 1945-68, Hodder, 2008 

• J de Pennington, Modern America: 1865 to the Present, Hodder, 2005 

 

Useful books for students  
• J Lewis Gaddis, The Cold War, Penguin, 2007 

• J Patterson, Grand Expectations: The United States, 1945-1974, OUP, 1998 

• E Tyler May, Homeward Bound: American Families in the Cold War Era, Basic Books, 2008 

• H Higgins, Vietnam, Heinemann, 1982 

• D Farber, The Age of Great Dreams: America in the Sixties, Hill & Wang, 1994 

• T Riches, The Civil Rights Movement: Struggle and Resistance, Macmillan, 2003 

• D Sandbrook, Mad As Hell: The Crisis of the 1970s and the Rise of the Populist Right, Anchor, 
2012 

• L Cohen, Consumer's Republic: The Politics of Mass Consumption in Postwar America by 
Lizabeth Cohen, Vintage, 2003 

 

Reference books  
• T Anderson, The Movement and the Sixties, OUP, 1995 

• C Appy, Vietnam: The Definitive Oral History, Told From All Sides, Ebury Press, 2008 

• R Perlstein, Nixonland: The Rise of a President and the Fracturing of America, Scribner, 2008 

• M Halliwell, American Culture in the 1950s, Edinburgh University Press, 2007 

• D Halberstam, The Fifties, Fawcett, 1994 
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• G Moss, Moving on: The American People Since 1945, Pearson, 2004 

• M Dudziak, Cold War Civil Rights, Princeton University Press, 2011 

• D Farber, The Age of Great Dreams: America in the Sixties, Hill & Wang, 1994 

• T Branch, Parting the Waters: America in the King Years, 1954–1963, Simon & Schuster, 1998 

• M Herr, Dispatches, Picador, 1991 

• C Hitchens, The Trial of Henry Kissinger, Atlantic Books, 2002 

• M Isserman & M Kazin, America Divided, The Civil War of the 1960s, OUP, 2007 

• S Karnow, Vietnam: A History, Pimlico, 1994 

• G Kolko, Anatomy of a War, New Press, 1994 

• M Dickstein, Gates of Eden: American Culture in the Sixties, Harvard University Press, 1997 

• M Marable, Race, Reform and Rebellion 1945-82, Pimlico, 1984 

• T Weiner, Enemies: A History of the FBI, Penguin, 2012 

• P Biskind, Easy Riders, Raging Bulls: How the Sex-drugs-and Rock 'n' Roll Generation 
Changed Hollywood, Bloomsbury, 1999 

• G Tindall, America: A Narrative History, Norton, 2007 

• J Williams, Eyes on the Prize, Longman, 1999 

 

Biographies and first-hand accounts 
• S Ambrose, Nixon: The Triumph of a Politician, 1962-72, Simon and Schuster, 2014 

• D McCullough, Truman, Simon & Schuster, 1993 

• R Dallek, Lyndon B, Johnson: Portrait of a President, OUP, 2004 

• R Dallek, John F Kennedy: An Unfinished Life, Penguin, 2013 

• A Haley & Malcolm X, Autobiography of Malcolm X, Penguin, 2007 

• H Kissinger, Diplomacy, Pocket Books, 2003 

• P Ling, Martin Luther King, Routledge, 2002 

• M Marable, Malcolm X: A Life of Reinvention, Black Classic Press, 2012 

• J Edward Smith, Eisenhower in War & Peace, Random House, 2013 

 

Visual sources and websites 
• http://www.jfklibrary.org/  

• http://www.lbjlibrary.org/  

• http://www.trumanlibrary.org/  

• http://www.eisenhower.archives.gov/  

• http://www.nixonlibrary.gov/  
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• http://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/  

• http://www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov/  

• http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/watkins/econhist.htm  

• http://www.270towin.com  

• http://vault.fbi.gov/   

• http://historymatters.gmu.edu/mse/ads/amadv.html 

• http://www.loc.gov/teachers/additionalresources/relatedresources/ushist/special/social.html  

• http://amhistory.si.edu/militaryhistory/  

• http://www.nbclearn.com/finishingthedream#  

• http://www.archives.gov/education/special-topics.html  

• http://www.thekingcenter.org/archive  

Films/DVDs 
• The Butler 

• M*A*S*H 

• The Help 

• Mississippi Burning 

• The Long Walk Home 

• Goodnight and Good luck 

• Ali 

• Malcolm X 

• JFK 

• Milk 

• J. Edgar 

• All the President’s Men 

• Thirteen Days 

• Platoon 

• Hamburger Hill 

• Full Metal Jacket 

• Forrest Gump 

• Born on the Fourth of July 

• Frost/Nixon 

• 54 

• The Right Stuff 

• Bobby 
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Name:  

Teacher:  

Block:  
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2 
 

The depth study: The American Dream: Reality and Illusion, 1945-1980 

This study is a 2 year unit of work, broken down into 2 parts:  

Year 1: Prosperity, Inequality and Superpower status, 1945-1963.  

Year 2: Challenges to the American Dream, 1963-80.  

The depth study allows you to study the many challenges faced by the USA at home and abroad 

following the end of the Second World War.  

Key concepts that will be explored in terms of how far they were shared by all Americans at home 

and how far events abroad challenge them include:  

 The American Dream  

 American identity  

 Anti-communism 

 Social equality 

 Ethnic identities 

 Federal versus states’ rights 

 Nature of democracy in America  

 Political protest 

 Power of the media.  

Year 1: Prosperity, Inequality and Superpower status, 1945-1963.  

Truman and Post-war America, 1945-1952 

United States in 1945 and the legacy of war (Powers of 
the presidency; Main political parties; Post war prosperity; 
regional, ethnic and social divisions) 
 

 

United States as a Super Power (Truman’s character and 
policies; post-war peace making; Cold War and 
‘containment’ in Europe and Asia; Response to the rise of 
Communism in Asia) 
 

 

Truman and post-war reconstruction (Economic and 
Political problems, Rise of McCarthyism) 
 

 

African-Americans in North and South (Impact of Second 
World War, campaign for Civil Rights, response of federal 
and state authorities) 
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http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.americaslibrary.gov/aa/marshall/aa_marshall_mcarthy_3.html&ei=PWhwVfiaMeuy7QbP8oDwDQ&bvm=bv.94911696,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNHRKflRIpP_ePMFHCcMLWp-IhtzlA&ust=1433516467658034


3 
 

Eisenhower: Tranquillity and Crisis, 1952-1960  

The Presidency (‘Dynamic Conservatism’, Nixon as Vice-
President, Republican Party, end of McCarthyism) 
 

 

1950’s US Economy (economic boom, consumer society) 
 

 

USA and the Cold War (Superpower rivalry with USSR, 
response to European issues, Rise of Communism in Asia, 
response to Middle East crisis) 
 

 

African-Americans in North and South (emergence of 
Civil Rights Movement, policies and attitudes of the main 
political parties, response of state and federal authorities) 
 

 

 

 

John F Kennedy and the ‘New Frontier’, 1960-1963 

The Presidency (Election 1960, Policies and personalities 
of the Kennedy administration; ‘New Frontier’) 

 

 

Challenges to American Power (Berlin Crisis legacy, 
relations with Khrushchev, challenge of Castro’s Cuba, 
Involvement in Vietnam) 

 

 

African-Americans in North and South (Rise of Civil Rights 
Movement, opponents of Civil Rights, Kennedy’s 
response) 

 

 

United State by 1963 (Position as a World Power, 
Economic prosperity, Pressure for change from women 
and youth) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOjF3_WklMYCFSgR2wodWYANKQ&url=http://www.bartleby.com/124/pres54.html&ei=ayCAVajkPKii7AbZgLbIAg&bvm=bv.96041959,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNFB95HP4ry_8WJXxIIjVkfH1EQBWw&ust=1434546661840255
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPDh15-llMYCFQxa2wodICQHPw&url=http://rs21.org.uk/2014/12/22/the-roots-of-american-racism-3-civil-war-to-civil-rights/&ei=wyCAVbD0OYy07QagyJz4Aw&bvm=bv.96041959,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNF2YjeVaoViAEA_sP1jAZ6d855yUg&ust=1434546720591293
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNCTwpWrlMYCFUQr2wodl14Fsw&url=http://www.jfklibrary.org/JFK/JFK-in-History/Campaign-of-1960.aspx&ei=-SaAVZCzDsTW7AaXvZWYCw&bvm=bv.96041959,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGBZaV0wYVOWimWkV2MiS9xs6CDTQ&ust=1434548334164592
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCK7KqNerlMYCFYcx2wodTk4A6g&url=https://vietnamartwork.wordpress.com/vietnam-war-jfk/&ei=gyeAVe78DYfj7AbOnIHQDg&bvm=bv.96041959,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNFO5xmYoHZLq2omHg--LweXW1V04Q&ust=1434548428060975
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Year 2: Challenges to the American Dream, 1963-1980  

The Johnson presidency, 1963-80 

Johnson as president: What were his values/priorities?  
 

 

Johnson’s Great Society 
 

 

Civil rights – change and continuities 
 

 

Impact of social and economic changes.  
 

 

Protest movements inc students, media, anti-war and feminist 
groups.  
 

 

Maintaining US superpower status – what were the challenges? 
 

 

Johnson’s war in Vietnam 
 

 

 

Republican Reaction: The Nixon presidency, 1969-74 

Nixon as president: Election 1968 
 

 

Domestic policies of Nixon administration 
 

 

Reactions to protest movements: social and economic changes 
 

 

Limits of American world power: End of Vietnam War, influence 
of Kissinger on foreign policy.  
 

 

Watergate Affair and its impact on Nixon’s presidency. 
 

 

 

The USA after Nixon, 1974-80 

Ford and Carter as presidents 
 

 

Political corruption and social divisions.  
 

 

Position of USA as a world power: problems in Asia and 
the Middle East.  
 

 

Civil rights and the position of African Americans by 1980 
 

 

Position of USA by 1980.  
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi84MG9k6HdAhVFXhoKHQM1CnYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyndon_B._Johnson&psig=AOvVaw0AFvv8H6cnIP9csD1UMmWd&ust=1536143728215488
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjpyMftk6HdAhXvz4UKHSEcCC0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://sites.google.com/site/exploringtheseventies/home/politics/the-end-of-the-vietnam-war&psig=AOvVaw3fjR0AR56dekbjOJl7aQRX&ust=1536143829561029
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj9x7T9k6HdAhVN1xoKHZfmCIEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://tvimpactsonamerica.weebly.com/nixon-watergate-scandal.html&psig=AOvVaw2H3wmj93GDHswWFSy0d5Vu&ust=1536143863556028
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjOi_exlKHdAhUIfxoKHcIsBXUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.biography.com/people/jimmy-carter-9240013&psig=AOvVaw0wML--AHqlv5IIiA25HatU&ust=1536143936351434
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiUi_zflKHdAhVFVhoKHftqArUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://coldhardfacts101.weebly.com/from-brinkmanship-to-detente.html&psig=AOvVaw2k6Bfy6MKHjH8YRD2xmhJM&ust=1536144039429663
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TECHNIQUES 
you use in your personal learning sessions 

Type 

of 

Skill 

HOW OFTEN YOU USE THEM? 

OFTEN SOMETIMES NEVER 

Reading through class notes C    
Using the study guide C    
Summary Mind Maps (Spider Diagrams). C    
Summaries of material to learn  

(“In Your Own Words”)  
C    

Highlighting/colour coding C    
Cue Cards. C    
Read Revision Books/create Revision Wall to display 

your learning 
C    

Writing exam answers under exam conditions C    
Elaborative Interrogation – creating your own 

explanations of why something is true. 

C 

 

   

Imagery:  creating your own visual retrieval cues for 

information. 

C 

 

   

Distributed Practice:  spreading your learning of a topic 

over time (30 days has been found to be most effective). 

C 

 

   

Independent research: Read books or articles other 

than those used in  lessons. 

S 

 

   

Reading model answers S    
Planning answers to past exam questions using mark 

schemes. 
S    

Teach someone else: teaching somebody who doesn’t 

know about a subject really develops your understanding. 

Try teaching family members 

S 

 

   

Practice Testing:  Testing yourself using past exam 

questions then mark your answers using the exam board 

mark schemes. 

F    

Studying mark schemes or Examiners Reports. F    
Enquiry: Practice testing yourself or testing a partner:  

coming up with your own questions. 
F    

Modelling:  Comparing model answers to your own to see 

how you can improve yours 
F    

Creating your own exam questions (and answering them) F    
Handing in extra exam work for the teacher to mark. F    
Attending One to One Support with your teachers. F    

C = Content; S = Skills; F = Feedback 
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Assessment: Advice and mark scheme 

 2hour 30min exam 

 3 questions (1 compulsory) 

 80 marks 

 40% of A level.  

Section A – 1 compulsory primary source based question worth 30 marks. You will have 3 sources to deal with. 

You are advised to spend 60 minutes on planning and answering this question. 15 mins planning (3 x 5 mins) 

and 45 mins writing (3 x 15 mins) 

How valuable is each source? You are NOT required to reach a conclusion about which might be the most 

valuable. You need to identify the arguments in each source as well as evaluating the provenance and tone. 

Using your knowledge in relation to these issues, you need to assess how valuable each source is.  

Section B – choose 2 essays from a choice of 3 worth 25 marks each (50 marks in total). You are advised to 

spend 45 minutes on each essay (1hr 30mins in total). 

 The question styles will vary but they will all require you to analyse factors and reach a conclusion. The focus 

may be on causation, consequence or continuity and change.  

Section A: Compulsory PRIMARY SOURCE BASED question 

 A02 – Analyse and evaluate primary and/or contemporary source material within a historical context.  

Level and mark Source evaluation  Historical context 

5 (25-30 marks)  
 

 Strong understanding of all 3 sources in 
relation to content, provenance and tone.  

 Presents a strong argument on the value 
of the 3 sources. 
 

 Strong and convincing own 
knowledge support for all 3 
sources.  

 

4 (19-24 marks) 
 

 Good understanding of all 3 sources in 
relation to content, provenance and tone. 

 Presents a balanced argument on the 
value of all 3 sources. 

 

 Good supporting own 
knowledge for all 3 sources. 

 

3 (13-18 marks) 
NB: You cannot get into L3 
without showing some 
understanding of ALL 3 
SOURCES 

 Some understanding of all 3 sources in 
relation to content and provenance.  

 Attempts to consider value but 
imbalanced across the sources.  
 

 Some supporting own 
knowledge for all 3 sources. 

 Supporting own knowledge 
varies in depth.  
 

2 (7-12 marks) 
 

 Some relevant comment on value of 1 or 
2 sources. 

 OR generalised comment on all 3 sources. 
 Focuses on content or provenance.   

 

 Basic supporting own 
knowledge. 
 

1 (1-6 marks)  
 

 Some comment on value of at least 1 
source.  

 

 Generalised own knowledge. 
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Section B: ESSAY questions  

 Target: AO1 - Use of own knowledge to evaluate concepts such as cause and consequence, change 

and continuity or similarity and difference.  

 

Level and mark  
 

Use of own knowledge Argument and judgement  Organisation 

5 (21-25 marks)  
 

 Well selected and precise 
evidence used.  

 Excellent understanding 
of the question shown.  

 Well balanced argument. 
 Substantiated (backed up) 

judgement. 
 

 Well organised and 
fluently written.  

4 (16-20 marks) 
 

 Range of precise 
evidence used.  

 Good understanding of 
the question shown.  
 

 Well balanced argument. 
 Partially substantiated 

(backed up) judgement.  
 

 Well organised and 
well written.  

3 (11-15 marks) 
NB: You need at 
least some balance 
to your answer to 
achieve L3.  
 

 Range of precise 
evidence used although 
depth and/or breadth 
may be limited.  

 Addresses the question 
asked.  

 Some balance.  
 Generalised judgement.  

 Well organised with 
adequate 
communication skills 
shown.  

2 (6-10 marks) 
 

 Descriptive evidence 
with some limited 
relevant evidence.  

 Failure to address the full 
question being asked.  
 

 No balance or clear 
judgement.  

 Weak organisation 
and communication  

1 (1 -5 marks) 
 

 Question not 
understood.  

 Limited/generalised 
comments.  

 No balance or relevant 
judgement.  

 Limited/no 
organisation and 
communication 
skills.  

How do I tackle component 2 source based questions? 

After completing a source based question, you will be given a checklist like this to check your skills.  

Have you… Done? 

Identified the content and argument(s) in the source that you find valuable in relation to the issue in 
the question. 

 

Identified the content and argument(s) in the source that limit the value in relation to the issue in the 
question.  

 

Evaluated the argument(s) you found using precise evidence of the historical context.  
 

 

Used brief quotations and/or paraphrased from the sources 
 

 

Evaluated the provenance in the source (author, audience, timing etc) in relation to its value.  
 

 

Evaluated the tone and/or emphasis in the source in relation to its value.  
 

 

Reached a judgement in the last sentence on how valuable you find the source for the issue in the 
question (e.g. High/moderate/low). 
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A LEVEL SOURCE 
QUESTION 
PLANNING EXERCISE 

Source A Source B Source C 

Content and argument: 
 
What does it argue/focus 
on/suggest?  
 
FOCUS ON THE IMPACT 
THIS HAS ON VALUE IN 
RELATION TO THE ISSUE 
IN THE QUESTION 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Provenance: 
e.g. 
 
Author: Who wrote the 
source and what impact 
does this have on value?  
 
Timing: When was the 
source written and what 
impact does this have on 
value? 
 
Audience/purpose/motive 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Tone and emphasis: 
 
HOW is the source 
written?  
 
Which aspects of the 
issue are emphasised? 
 
Is there an aim/purpose 
behind this?  
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Questions to practise (there will be more in the teaching booklets given to you) 

Year 1: 

Truman:  

‘It was a time of abundant prosperity and unquestioning national self-confidence’ Assess the validity of this 

view of the United States in the years 1945 to 1960. (25 marks) 

“Truman did not handle labour unrest well” Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.  

“The rise of McCarthyism was primarily due to the policies of President Truman.” Explain why you agree or 

disagree with this view.  

The policy of containment was a success. Explain why you agree or disagree with this view. 

How successful was the USA in fulfilling the Truman doctrine? 

‘The USA was a divided society in 1945’ Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.  

To what extent was Truman’s Foreign Policy in the years 45-52 a disastrous failure? (Stacey question) 

‘Truman’s victory in the 1948 presidential election was the result of Republican failings’ explain why you agree 

or disagree with this view. 

‘Truman failed to address the domestic problems of the US because he was too preoccupied by foreign affairs’ 

explain why you agree or disagree with this view.  

‘Truman’s failure to address African-American civil rights effectively was a result of political pressure.’ Explain 

why you agree or disagree with this view. 

"Truman's Presidency of the USA up to 1952 was ineffective." Explain why you agree or disagree with this view 

(25 marks) 

Eisenhower 

Eisenhower’s dynamic conservatism had a positive impact on the USA – assess the validity of the view 

‘During Eisenhower’s presidency, American society was transformed’ assess the validity of the view 

“Eisenhower’s foreign policy was generally successful.” Explain why you agree or disagree with this view. 

 

‘Eisenhower lived up to his 1952 promise to show no weakness in foreign policy.’ Explain why you agree or 

disagree with this view. 

‘President Truman did more for African-Americans than President Eisenhower.’ Explain why you agree or 

disagree with this view.  

‘Eisenhower’s presidency united the United States.’ Assess the validity of this view (June 2019) 
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JFK 

“Kennedy’s domestic changes successfully addressed the challenges of the New Frontier.” Explain why you 

agree or disagree with this view. 

‘John F Kennedy won the Presidential election because of his personal popularity’.  Explain why you agree or 

disagree with this view 

‘Kennedy failed to live up to his promises regarding civil rights.’  Explain why you agree or disagree. 

Kennedy’s New Frontier ideas failed to result in anything significant’ Explain why you agree or disagree with 

this view. 

“The American Dream was fulfilled in the years 1945-63.” Assess the validity of this view.  

 

Year 2: 

Johnson 

‘In the years 1961 to 1968, the campaigns to advance the civil rights of African-Americans made only limited 

progress in the face of bitter opposition’ Assess the validity of this view. (25 marks)  

Johnson escalated the American involvement in Vietnam because of the Kennedy legacy.” Assess the validity of 

this view.  

The passage of the civil rights legislation of 1964-65 was due to Lyndon Johnson.” Assess the validity of this 

view.  

The main reason for the ghetto riots of the 1960s was Johnson’s policies”. Assess the validity of this view.  

“The Tet Offensive was the turning point in the American exit from Vietnam”. Assess the validity of this view.  

To what extent was Johnson more significant than Kennedy in advancing civil rights for African-Americans? 

(June 2019) 

Nixon 

‘Richard Nixon proved himself to be a master of statesmanship in foreign affairs.’ Assess the validity of this 

view. (25 marks)  

“Richard Nixon’s choice of advisers ruined his presidency”. Assess the validity of this view.  

“Richard Nixon’s social policies were a disappointment to Middle America”. Assess the validity of this view.  

“Henry Kissinger had a disastrous influence on American foreign policy during the Nixon administration.” 

Assess the validity of this view.  
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“The most significant result of the Watergate affair was the increase in popular distrust of government.” 

Assess the validity of this view.  

“Richard Nixon was not to blame for Watergate” Assess the validity of this view.  

 

Ford/Carter 

Why were so many Americans disillusioned with their country in the 1970’s? 

“The position of the USA as a world power deteriorated greatly during the 1970’s”. Assess the validity of this 

view.  

“The status of black Americans did not improve in the 1970’s”. Assess the validity of this view.  

“There was more continuity than change in the South between 1945 and 1980”. Assess the validity of this view.  

‘The USA’s position as a world power was in continuous decline in the years 1972 to 1980’. Assess the validity 

of this view (June 2019) 
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Past Exam Paper – June 2016 
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AS Paper 2017 
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A level paper 2017 
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A level paper 2018  



16 
 

A level Paper June 2019 
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With reference to these sources and your understanding of the historical context assess the value of these three sources 

to a historian studying the escalation of the US war effort in Vietnam in the years 1964 to 1968. (30 marks)  

Source A: Adapted from Action for South Vietnam, a confidential assessment of conditions in Vietnam 

by a State Department adviser, Richard McNaughton, November 1964.  

US Aims:  

a) To protect US reputation as a counter-subversion guarantor  

b) To avoid domino effect, especially in South-East Asia  

c) To keep South Vietnamese territory out of Red hands  

d) To emerge from the crisis without unacceptable taint from methods used 

Present situation:  

The situation in Vietnam is deteriorating. Unless new actions are taken, the new government will probably be 

unstable and ineffectual, and the VC will probably continue to extend their hold over the population and 

territory. It can be expected that, soon (6 months? Two years?), (a) government officials in the South, at all 

levels, will adjust their behaviour to an eventual VC takeover, (b) defections of significant military forces will take 

place, (c) whole integrated sections of the country will be totally denied to the GVN, (d) neutral and/or left-wing 

elements will enter the government, (e) a popular front regime will emerge which will invite the US to leave, 

and (f) fundamental concessions to the VC and the DRV will put South Vietnam behind the Curtain.  

 

Source B: Adapted from A Policy of Sustained Reprisal, an appendix to McGeorge Bundy’s confidential 
memorandum to President Johnson, 7 February 1965.  
 
We believe that the best available way of increasing our chances of success in Vietnam is the development and 

execution of a policy of sustained reprisal against North Vietnam – a policy in which air and naval action against 

the North is justified by and in relation to the whole Viet Cong campaign of violence and terror in the South. 

While we believe the risks of such a policy are acceptable, we emphasise that its costs are real. It implies 

considerable US air losses, even if no full air war is joined, and it seems likely that it would eventually require an 

extensive and costly effort against the whole air defence system of North Vietnam. US casualties would be higher 

– and more visible to American feeling – than those in the struggle in South Vietnam. Yet, measured against the 

costs of defeat in South Vietnam, this program seems cheap. And even if it fails to turn the tide – as it may – the 

value of the effort seems to us to exceed its cost.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source C:  Adapted from a statement to the American people by President Lyndon Johnson at a press conference, 28 

July 1965.  

There are great stakes in the balance. Most of the non-Communist nations of Asia cannot, by themselves, and alone, resist the 

growing might and the grasping ambition of Asian Communism. Our power, therefore, is a vital shield. If we are driven from the 

field in South Viet-Nam, then no nation can ever again have the same confidence in American promises or in American protection. 

In each land the forces of independence would be considerably weakened and an Asia so threatened by Communist domination 

would certainly imperil the security of the United States itself. We did not choose to be the guardians at the gate, but there is no 

one else. Moreover, we are in Viet-Nam to fulfil one of the most solemn pledges of the American nation. Three Presidents – 

President Eisenhower, President Kennedy and your present President – over 11 years have committed themselves to help defend 

this small and valiant nation. Strengthened by that promise, the people of South Viet-Nam have fought for many long years. 

Thousands of them have died. Thousands more have been crippled and scarred by war. We just cannot now dishonour our word, 

or abandon our commitment, or leave those who trusted us to the terror and repression and murder that would follow.  

That, my fellow Americans, is why we are in Viet-Nam.  
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Glossary (some to fill in…) 

Administration An American government  

Amendment Changes that Congress to the Constitution.  

American Dream  
 

Attorney General Head of the Justice Department in the Federal government.  

Black Power Controversial term with many meanings: black pride, black self-sufficiency, black 
nationalism, black violence, black political power.  

Civil Rights Right to vote in free elections, equal treatment under law, equal opportunities e.g. 
Education and work, freedom of speech, religion and movement.  

Cold War Hostility between the USA and USSR between 1946 and 1989.  

Communism  Ideology of the USSR and its allies. Economic equality and state control of the economy. 
One party state.  

Congress US Parliament (Senate and House of Representatives) 

Constitution  Rules and system by which a country’s government works. The USA has a written 
constitution.  

Democrat  
 

Disfranchise  To deprive someone of their vote.  

Domestic  
 

Emancipation  Freedom/liberation from something i.e. slavery.  

Executive  
 

Executive orders The constitution gives some powers directly to the executive (the president).  

Federal Government  Consists of the President, Congress and the Supreme Court.  

Great Depression  
 

Hispanic Refers to people with Spanish ancestry and/or people who speak Spanish.  

Isolationist  
 

Judiciary  
 

Legislature  
 

Minority leader  Leader of the party with fewer members in congress.  

National Guard Each US State has an army/National Guard set up and used to deal with state problems.  

New Deal  

Primaries  President candidates for political parties compete to be chosen as that party’s candidate.  

Representative Member of the House of Representatives (lower chamber of Congress) 

Republican  
 

Segregation Separation of people because of race e.g. separate houses, schools and transport.  

Superpower  
 

Supreme court The US constitution allows Supreme Court judges too rule upon whether laws or actions 
went against the constitution.  

USSR  
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Who’s Who?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

President Truman  President Roosevelt 

President Eisenhower  President Kennedy  

W.E.B. DeBois Rosa Parks  

Robert Kennedy  Jesse Jackson  

Martin Luther King  

 

 

 

 

Malcolm X  

 

 

 

Robert McNamara  Dean Rusk  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_S._Truman&ei=1xiJVaHtEcLc7Abq1IOoAg&bvm=bv.96339352,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNEAuwkHI-A0VQr_F8mr5qxrQBwa1w&ust=1435134547597040
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://encyclopedia.densho.org/Franklin_D._Roosevelt/&ei=7hiJVfutJqKs7Aah8qSYBQ&bvm=bv.96339352,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGkfP98ac3LG5kNqRbGbElUUrMVHA&ust=1435134571158462
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Aid_Highway_Act_of_1956&ei=DxmJVZCDPILm7gb21YDoCQ&bvm=bv.96339352,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNEiQKulVC6CZLFW1p2V1nORG-YiGQ&ust=1435134605447716
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.proliberty.com/observer/20081002.htm&ei=KRmJVdbOJoSj7AafnYOQBQ&bvm=bv.96339352,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNEbx-izJG4cC-rO5qvxQ2QtORtP1w&ust=1435134629200086
http://www.biography.com/people/web-du-bois-9279924
http://www.biography.com/people/rosa-parks-9433715
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page%3Dgr%26GRid%3D573&ei=5hmJVc7uHMOX7Qac1bHAAg&bvm=bv.96339352,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNFcDdikaYmN9MvMx7X_aJ4pfWy1IA&ust=1435134819673236
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.biography.com/people/jesse-jackson-9351181&ei=IhqJVefdBaOp7Ab89bT4DQ&bvm=bv.96339352,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGWn25XFthR6-43pA0ajI2fxfDkig&ust=1435134877242348
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://crenshawcomm.com/communications-lessons-from-martin-luther-king-jr/&ei=UxqJVZPKIous7AbLnqPIBQ&bvm=bv.96339352,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNHl6s8VImoISgZqGiDyj3RL5yV5Kg&ust=1435134925627688
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